
Thoughts from Hobart 2010  
 
People often ask me what did I do, before I retired. Well, I 
was a truck driver really and owned several business’s over 
a period of 30 years. But now, I go yachting a lot and my 
time is spent helping the Sailors with disABILITES 

committee to organize upcoming Sailors with disABILITES  events. 
 
So what am I doing with diesel on my hands and my head in the bilge just north 
of Eden? 
 
As any good truck driver will tell you, 40 litres of diesel inside a boat ain’t fun. But 
really the diesel and the split tank and why we withdrew from the Sydney to 
Hobart race are just footnotes to the Sailors with disABILITES 2010 Rolex 
Sydney to Hobart Campaign.  
 
I think it was in July or August, perhaps, that one evening I was driving up to the 
bush, when I received a call from Graeme Woods. I must admit I wondered what 
it was about. Anyhow, those of you who know Graeme will know that he gets 
straight to the point. He said” how is the Sailors with disABILITES program going 
and could we use a TP52 “WOT YOT” for the program.?” 
 
To be honest I wasn’t sure what he was proposing, but he said “I’d like to give 
you the boat”  Have you ever asked anybody exactly what they mean by the 
word ‘give’ when they are making such an extremely generous offer. I have got to 
tell you… you feel like dill! It’s enough to say, that Graeme’s definition of the word 
give is the same as mine and yours.  
 
Remember, this is in the time of the year, in the lead up to the Kids Northern 
Campaign in Queensland, Southport Race team selection and lots of other stuff 
including a trip overseas for Deb and I. However, with the help of a lot of people 
we managed to get through the detail and paperwork. The Sailors with 
disABILITES committee took the bold decision with no funding to capitalize on 
the situation and do the Rolex Sydney to Hobart 2010 race. We were not going 
due to lack of funds. With this new boat a unique opportunity presented itself. So 
then it was throw on the Hobart switches and let’s go ! on the phone to whose 
available etc.  
 
Hobart is not only about ocean racing, hard men and women doing amazing 
things in Bass Strait. It’s really about organization, safety, rules and regulations, 
complying with all the red tape attached to this race. For help in these matters, I 
must thank our new sponsors RFD for making the safety issues go away. They 
were fantastic thank you Mark ! 
 



Karen Hawkett took on the crew management role. It was an extremely difficult 
job, due to the recalcitrant behviour of some of our crew. She handled it all with 
her calm skill and true organization and was a key to the crew. 
 
For those of you who know me, you will know that my dyslexia while not the 
biggest impediment at sea, but it can really tie me in knots in these situations.  
So to all those who helped many thanks. One firm who was outstanding in this, 
whilst our arrangement is a commercial one, they went far beyond the task 
specification. I am referring to Olectric ..thanks Simon. Brett Pearce took 
excellent charge of this relationship. 
 
Wot Eva’s wardrobe is significant and made all the more difficult by sorting out 
the sails in a short time. John Hearne of Doyle Sails took on this role and Doyle’s 
generously contributed a significant sum to the campaign on a pro bono platform. 
 
Cathy Josling, Brad Allen and Richard Wulff all tipped in and provided  a huge 
number of hours to the pre race preparation of the boat as did many others on 
board and on shore. 
 
You know, I can still smell the diesel on my hands; it’s probably from the truck, 
the tractor or the boat. God I hate the stuff. 
 
I am often asked before Hobart, how is the campaign going? My standard 
answer is, ask me in Hobart because you don’t really know until you get to 
Hobart. We have failed because of a broken boom one year, a rotating mast in 
2000, and a failed top rudder bearing in 2006. In 2007 we won and so on. These 
are the vagaries of yacht racing.  
 
There is one thing for sure, we will not compromise safety. If we are going to ask 
someone to save you, to jump out of a perfectly good helicopter, you better be 
damn sure that you have done everything possible to keep your boat safe and in 
good working order. That’s what safety is all about. Good yacht management and 
prudent seamanship.  So our circumstance left us with no alternative this year 
but to withdraw. Yes, we are a sailing boat and if push had come to shove we 
could have sailed to Hobart and back again. I have doubt about that. However, it 
wasn’t the case. This situation caused us to turn our head north, cop some 
amazing rides, as seen on the website and start planning for 2011. Yes, we will 
be back in 2011 and we will fight like hell as we want to win this bloody race. 
 
The irony of the 2010 campaign in real terms comes down to 2 hose clamps. A 
couple of months before Hobart we had taken on 60-70 litres of diesel not a full 
tank, but a significant one and we had diesel in the bilges. So I had gone looking 
for the cause, it had to be in the filler pipe I thought yeap the two bottom hose 
clamps were loose. Ah ha got you you little buggars thought I. Went home that 
night and announced to Deb fixed !  
 



 
Television is an amazing thing ….well I think it is! I don’t ever get to see it or see 
me or the Sailors with disABILITES team when it’s happening. But that’s not 
important somebody else did! Terry Agnew did from Great Keppel Island Resort 
who saw the Today show program on Channel 9 on International Day of 
Disabilities and rang and offered his support and sponsorship. Thank you 
Terry…thank you, thank you. The only thing I can say to you is that it WILL make 
a difference today and tomorrow.  
 
The Hobart training and race program continued all good… boat sailing 
beautifully, quite surprising given our time constraints. Wot Eva is a good boat 
and sails well, for example Cabbage Tree Race, we had Ragamuffin behind us, a 
maxi in front and another maxi behind us. We had beaten Quest in our one and 
only outing. 
 
So it was with reasonable level of optimism, that we crossed the start line. I think 
we were somewhere just through the heads, when Cathy said she could smell 
diesel. Cathy does strings and is right on top of that area of the boat. Somewhere 
off Cronulla, we had the boat back to some sort of normality, be it smelling like a 
diesel workshop. I assessed the situation and decided we had fuel in a reserve 
tank and we still had 50 % in the main tank. If the weather did not get any 
rougher and whatever was causing the problem did not get any worse would we 
would be ok.  
 
Yacht racing is about being in the right place at the right time particularly Hobart. 
To this end the race management team and our excellent navigator John Hearne 
esquire had positioned the boat well.   
 
My job on a race yacht, well I do not know what it is anymore! It’s more like the 
CEO of a company. I get really good advice from the Department heads we have 
a little sit down, which in this case, means standing down the back of the boat 
hanging on tight and come to a decision on strategies for the next 6-10 hours. 
We have drivers that drive, trimmers and decision makers sometimes, some of 
us do multiple things. So when push came to shove and the wind is now 40 knots 
and rising, here I am with my head in the bilge, watching the fuel tank discharge 
its contents into the bilge AGAIN.  
 
So, after all the effort everyone has put in, we are now down to significantly 
reduced diesel capacity. Our boat is impaired and while I have no doubt about 
the sailing ability of this yacht, in fact I think this is a very good yacht, it’s strong 
and fast. But there are a set of race rules that are in place which we accept when 
we sign our entry form. While I may not agree with every one of those rules, 
there is a spirit and purpose for their existence. You can fiddle with the fine print 
and you can always find examples as to why, but there is an essence and a truth 
here and to my mind that must be obliged. Because remember if something goes 
wrong they are going to ask someone else to put their life at risk to save or help 



you. It only remains for me as the bilge rat / skipper to say thanks to everybody 
for their help.  
 

Thanks to those I have not mentioned above - 
 
George Johnston for putting up with my shit, he is a great sounding board and a 
good yachtsman,  
Marky Thomson is one of those guys that great things are build on, he is one of 
the foundation stones that Sailors with disABILITES is build on, quiet 
unassuming and these days a passenger in aero planes how good is that ?     
Lloyd gets bigger everyday! Those shoulders of his are enormous; they lift sails, 
just UP! But he has the best smile, almost as big as his shoulders and he is kind 
and a nice man to have on board. 
Tom Murphy sails his Laser in Rose Bay I think, you can see the difference each 
day he gets on board. The support and help in the Sailors with disABILITES 
management team and website in particular is greatly appreciated  
Stuart our stainless steel specialist, wave and wind caller is part of the mast 
team and is a strong and competent sailor 
Cathy Strings what can you say about Cath? She has done it all before. 
Probably one of the toughest individuals I have ever meet, enthusiastic, enquiring 
and does it all in a very conciliatory and inclusive fashion. If anyone wants to see 
what a true team player is all about she is the best thing I had very seen. 
Brad came on board latish, with a semi trailer load of enthusiasm; he 
understands Sailors with disABILITES purpose and works that massive heart out 
for the team. Nothing is a problem and he was chief in charge of diesel removing 
systems. Yuck what a job. 
Bretty Pearce /don’t you worry about that I will bring my own milk crate. 
Unfortunately had an injury and couldn’t make the race. But Brett is one of those 
guys that I just throw problems at and he comes back with it done. He 
communicates in that process and we get a great outcome. I think Bretty Pearce 
is one of Sailors with disABILITES greatest finds and assets. 
Richard headsail trimmer and deck boss good man good sailor, good team man, 
fix anything, great disposition, he is Sailors with disABILITES now sorry Richard 
your stuck! and by the way you can bring Row along anytime. 
Kirky Watson I am sick and tired of telling the world how good Kirk is! He is my 
mate and I love sailing with him. 
Buzz mainsail trimmer, quiet, unassuming, contributing, often late, fitted in well 
on our team, good sailing skills. Hope Buzz stays around, we all like sailing with 
him and we reckon your Mum and Dad are good too! 
Simon our little Irish leprechaun came on board late and reminded me of the 
expression good things come in small packages. It was a pleasure to sail with 
Simon he knows his stuff I hope to see him on board soon. 
Travis also a late inclusion to replace Brett Pearce. A good yachtsman has good 
sailing skills and a good working knowledge of yachts engines and stuff, a handy 
man indeed. 



 
 Di Litherland  our blonde Pommy bombshell she just takes it on and gets it 
done. I am not game to ask how she does it. Di is the Sailors with disABILITES 
administrator, managing the kid’s days and all that stuff. All that stuff being 4,000 
kids last year. We threw her a million jobs at the last minute before Hobart and 
miraculously they got sorted! 
 
 Its good news and bad news… the good news is we are up for Hobart in 2011, 
but this is not set in cement, it depends on lots of things, most importantly the 
crew and Sailors with disABILITES capacity to mount a successful program. Wot 
Eva has the potential to win, it’s a really good boat and it deserves a good crew, 
no it deserves the best team, we can put together to demonstrate the capacity of 
the disabled to go places, where nobody thought we could. 
 
There is a whole program between here and there…so lets focus on the now, 
lets build a team. If anybody has recently seen the re run of Sailors with 
disABILITES on SBS, this is something I am very proud of, because we had a big 
task, a massive task, in a short time, we achieved our goals and we did it as a 
team. There is an expression around that’s says there is no “I” in team, that’s bull 
shit and I know cos I cannot spell! A team is made up of individuals with their 
own aims, goals and aspirations and that’s a good thing but there are also some 
responsibilities about the team you owe each other to deliver a product that the 
individual wants.  
 
I cannot say any more except that the responsibility of Graeme’s gift is not one 
that I take lightly and I am going to do my best to give the best to the team I can. 
So if you are up for this years program send an email to Sailors with disABILITES 
and Brad or Tom will call you and remember there are lots of sailing days and 
good times. It’s not all about Hobart. Its good fun on the twilights, be it Kayle or 
Wot Eva, the winter series is not far away and don’t forget the kids program in 
Sydney and Queensland.  
 
I would like to conclude by saying thank you.  Sailors with disABILITES is the 
most amazing adventure that I have been on and for all those who have 
contributed to that THANK YOU see you on board.   
 
 
David Pescud 
January 2011 
 
 
 
 


